APPENDIX.
pagodas per annum, to which it was reduced in 1803,
the amount from 1774 to 1803 would have been 25,52,000
pagodas. The accounts shew that the sum which the
Company actually received fell short of that amount
From the foregoing narrative, in which the committee
have endeavoured to state the facts of the case with strict
impartiality, it must he evident to every unprejudiced
mind, that the claim originated in transactions of the
most reprehensible nature; and whilst the committee
would never urge this consideration as a bar to the strict
fulfilment of whatever government may have become
pledged to do, yet the claimants ought, in such a case,
to be left to prosecute their claim under existing laws^
To make a law expressly for the occasion is a measure
of extraordinary indulgence, to which it surely cannot be
said that the parties to the present claim have the slightest
pretension.
It is further evident, that any claim which the estate
of Mr. Hodges may have in this case must be upon the
zemindar, and not upon the Company. To compel the
Company, by an arbitrary enactment, to pay a debt due
by another person, is a measure to which your committee
cannot believe that parliament will ever give its consent.
It is nowhere asserted, much less proved, that the Com-
pany ever contemplated taking upon themselves the pri-
vate debts of the zemindar. Their government did,
indeed, recognize these debts as due from the zemindar,
and the propriety of their being ultimately discharged,
but this sanction cannot by any construction be made to
imply the remotest idea of paying the debt out of any
other funds than the revenues of the zemindarry, after
satisfying all the Company's demands. The most cursory
perusal of the papers will shew that the parties always
looked to the zemindar for payment, and pleaded the